THE KING TAKES A BRIDE

defeats of her father in his attempts to regain the throne of
Poland, reverses secretly abetted by the inextricable tissue
of lies and ill will which constituted the Polish diplomacy of
the vengeful cardinal de Fleury. He had prevented Louis
from helping Stanislas, and it was therefore not surpris-
ing that all through that anxious time, before Stanislas
finally retired at Luneville to adopt the fashionable role of
'crowned philosopher*, Louis never showed any sympathy
for Marie and her father. He seemed less and less able to bring
his own opinion to bear in the councils with his ministers. In
some strange way he was eluding her more and more; and
whereas she had been shy of him before, she was now quite
frightened by his coldness. And then, he seemed so idle, so
preoccupied with trifles, making confections in his kitchens
of the Petits Cabinets, giving little supper parties after hunt-
ing, to which she was never invited. Marie wondered whether
she had not bored him a little by trying to be too perfect, too
submissive. And yet, she did not wish to regain Louis5 interest
by imitating the outrageous behaviour of such ladies as ...
Mademoiselle de Charolais for instance.
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